SUGGESTIONS FOR OBTAINING SPONSORSHIP

A common question that potential contestants ask is “How am I going to obtain the sponsorship fee?”  Each applicant is responsible for raising their sponsorship fee.  Keep in mind usually once you spread word that you are raising money to apply to be a contestant for MWVA support follows.  Please remember legally any checks made to MWVA must go to MWVA.  Below are suggestions on raising sponsorship.  If you need additional suggestions or have questions contact the MWVA program.

· Some contestants go into their community for support.  Going in person to local businesses and organization to ask for sponsorship shows your dedication and gets more response.  Ask to speak to the manager, owner, or President.  (You may need to make an appointment.)  Many contestants take the below letter with them and give it to business managers or organization presidents when speaking with them.  Applicants usually have more success with local businesses better than chains because chain businesses have strict sponsorship rules.  Do not go to speak to businesses during their busy time (Ex: Going to a restaurant during lunch rush).
· Go to businesses and organization you or family/friends have a connection or relationship with.  (Ex: Go to your physician, hairdresser, bank, medical supply company, etc.)  (Ex: Do you have a friend, fellow church member, or neighbor that owns a business?  Ask them to sponsor you.) (Ex: Do you have family/friends that know someone who owns a business?)
· Some contestants ask friends, family, co-workers, E-mail buddies to sponsor them.  Below is a copy of an E-mail/letter you may use.

· Ask friends and family to help you find sponsorship.

· Contestants may have as many sponsors as they need.

· Work on sponsorship as soon as you can.  (Keep in mind that for many people it is harder for people to give at or a few weeks following the Holidays.)

(This letter was written for contestants to give to potential sponsors.  Please fill in or delete information as necessary.)

Date
To whom it may concern:

My name is contestant’s name, I am a resident of contestant’s town, Virginia, I work at or am a student at ___________, and I am a member of ____organizations/church you belong to in community_______ church.  I am currently applying as contestant for the 2010 Ms. Wheelchair Virginia program.   Presently, I am trying to raise the $500 sponsorship fee to be included with my application.

You may not be familiar with the Ms. Wheelchair Virginia program, here is some history. In 1972, a physician devoted to the treatment and rehabilitation of functionally impaired individuals, established Ms. Wheelchair America as a forum for the promotion of the achievements of mobility impaired persons. Ms. Wheelchair Virginia was established in 1974 and ran continuously through 1986. The non-profit organization was reestablished in 2001.  In 2006, it moved from Richmond to Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center in Fishersville.  In 2007, the Ms. Wheelchair Virginia program became an AmeriCorps organization.  MWVA is not a beauty pageant but instead is an inspirational program dedicated to advocacy and focused on educating the public about the accomplishments, achievements, and needs of individuals with physical disabilities in order to influence attitudinal, architectural, and social change for all Virginians.  Furthermore, the program’s mission is to inspire and motivate Virginians as role models of courage and hope. A female wheelchair user is annually selected as the titleholder to carry out the MWVA mission while representing Virginians with disabilities as well as all Virginians.  The titleholder has a year long reign speaking at various engagements throughout the state.
To be a sponsor of mine you can donate the amount you wish. Sponsoring is tax deductible if requested.  Acknowledgement of your sponsorship is listed in the program book.  The program will be at Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center in Fishersville, Virginia in the Spring 2010.  Checks should be made out to “Ms. Wheelchair VA, Inc.” with “my name’s” sponsor on the memo and can be mailed to me by date at:

Contestant’s address

For more information on sponsoring me you may call me at contestant’s phone number or please contact the MWVA program at (800) 345-9972, extension.7905 (Toll Free) or visit the website www.mswheelchairva.com .  I thank you for your consideration of my request and am greatly appreciative for your support.
Warmest regards,

Contestant’s name
 (This letter was written for E-mail buddies, friends, & family for contestants to use.   Fill in the needed information.)

 

Dear friends and family:

 

As you may know I am applying as a contestant for the Ms. Wheelchair Virginia 2010 program.  Being a contestant is an honor, empowering, and life changing.  I have to raise $500 in sponsorship fee; which will pay for my fees, food, room for me and my companion for the entire weekend.  I will also need personal donations to pay for my personal expenses, such as my formal dress.  Sponsoring me is tax deductible, however, a donation for my personal expenses is not. Acknowledgement of your sponsorship or donation will be listed in the program book at the gala.  If you desire a tax deduction form sponsorship please let me know so I can obtain the proper form.  Checks for sponsorship should be made out to “Ms. Wheelchair VA, Inc.” and it is important that the memo section reads “my name’s sponsor”.  Checks for personal donations should be made out to "my name".  I would like all checks by date I need to receive checks by so I can mail the application early.  I thank you for your consideration of my request and am greatly appreciative of your support.  

Sincerely,

(Your name goes here)

(Your address goes here)

 

(Your phone number goes here)

